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Felix Martinez Testifies that Bickerings Between Secre-

taries of the Interior and Former Chief of Reclama-

tion Service Cost Valley Land Owners Much
Money and a Great Loss of Time.

"M'UCH needless expense has
been added to the cost of
the Elephant Butte dam

irrigation project and the water
users of the valley are the sufferers
by the procrastination of reclamation
service officials and two former secre-
taries of state," declared Felix Mar-

tinez, chairman of the Kl Paso Valley
"Water Users association, who testified
Honda afternoon before the cost re--

iew board in session here to determine
the cost of the great project.

Interesting sidelights on the inside
history of the irrigation work, phases
hitherto unknown to the public, were
brought out by the testimony of Mr.
Martinez. Secretaries of the Interior
Eallinger and Hitchcock, who serrea
under presidents Taft and Roosevelt
and Francis H. Newell, former director
of the reclamation service were blamea
for the delay, which air. Martinez as-

serts has added much unnecessary cost
to the project None of the Interior de-

partment or reclamation service offi-

cials who have been in office under the
"Wilson administration are in any way
responsible for the alleged unnecessary
cost Increase, so far as was brought
out in Mr Martinez's testimony.

First Verbal Testimony.
Mr Martinez's was the first verbal

testimonv presented to the review
board From it the inference was plain
that tie two water users associations,
which, must eventually pay the cost of
construction of the project, will at-
tempt to show during the hearing that
the dilatory tactics of the government
officials in getting the prpject under
way after the first appropriation had
heen made for the work added hundreds
of thousands of dollars to what should
have been the proper cost. If this can
be conclusively shown, 'attorneys for
the water users will undoubtedly argue
that their clients should not be made to
pay the excess cost caused by the

like methods of the reclama-
tion service officials and the former
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secretary of the interior. That the at-
tempt to prove these assertions and
make their corollary arguments will
take up many days Is generally be-

lieved.
How Dam Was Conceived.

How thj idea of a great dam and ir-
rigation system to prortdo water for
the El Paso and Mesilla valleys mater-
ialized from mere discussion to reality
was told bT Mr. Martinez, who went
back 12 years into the history of the
project. He narrated to the court how
a special treatv had to be drawn up
with Mexico before the work could be-
gin, how the department of the interior
and the national irrigation congress
were first interested in the proposition,
how the first appropriation was se-

cured and many other minor points
connected with the beginning of the
plan.

He told of a trip to "Washington In
November, 1905, by H. B. Holt, Richard
F. Burges, H. D. Slater and himself
in the interests of the plan. He re-
lated how Mexico, which had put In a
claim with the American state depart-
ment for SIO.WG.WM) on account of al-
leged damage to Mexico crops in the
Rio Grande valley through slack of
water in the river, had promised to re-
linquish that claim if furnished with
69.000 acre feet of water annually by
the proposed new dam. A treaty to this
effect was signed by the two govern-
ments.

"Wish to Pay Share.
"Of course, gentlemen of the board,

the El Paso Valley "Water Users asso-
ciation wants to pay for all It has re-
ceived, but I do not think It should
have to suffer for the procrastination
of government officials," said Mr. Mar-
tinez. "In February, 1907, congress
gave us our first appropriation of
$864,090 to begin work on the dam. We
went to the director of the reclamation
service, tried to get orders for the be-

ginning of the work. He told us to see
the secretary of the Interior. The sec-
retary iold jis to get the site of the
dam bought first. "Well, the price
asked by a certain cattle company,
which owned some of the land we
needed for the lake was prohib-
itive and we would not pay it So we
asked the secretary to condemn it and
he told us not to be in a hurry, as the
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cattle company might hold the deal
up by law if they suspected we were
so ar-lo- ua to get the land.

Secretary Fichtlns Sen Ice.
Then we went to see Mr. Newell and

he told us to see the secretary again.
We kept running back and forth to
those two men, who put off definite
action in the matter "ind aUvinol us
to do the same, for nearly two yiars
All that time was waited T"ie iiuth
of the matter is that the secretary was
fighting with the reclamation service
and between the two of them we suf-
fered. At last, in MM. the condemna-
tion papers were signed and we begin
to get to work."

At this point In his testimony Mr.
Martinez was called away by an ap-
pointment, with the remark that ne
would resume his testimony before the
board Tuesday morning. Certain doc-
umentary ewdence winch had been
submitted earlier in the day by Porter
"W. Dent, legal adviser to the govern-
ment, was admitted by the board after
H. B. Holt, attorney for the water
users, had objected to its admission
on the grounds of Irrelevancy. The
board retired to consider the Question.
"When they returned chairman T U.
Taylor announced that Mr Lawson ana
himself had voted to admit the evi-
dence, while L. M. Clapp had voted
against it . The submission of a
lenethv reoort on the entire project

I by Terrell Bartlett consulting engi
neer oi tne associations, ciosea tne
Monday hearing.

Martinez Tells of Delays.
Mr. Martinez resumed his testimony

when tne board went into session at ?
o'clock Tuesday morning and continued
his story of the delays occasioned by
state and interior department officials
in the effort to secure the appropria-
tion and begin work on the great dam
project He told of how. after mucn
delay the then secretary of the in-

terior Ethan Allen Hitchcock, advised
him that the matter would have to
be taken up with the state department
as here was an International aspect
to the case, in that Mexico claimed a
right to the waters of the Rio tirande.
Mexico had 'made a formal claim to
the state department for J20.000.00U
damages, alleged to have been sustain-
ed by the fact that Colorado farmers
had taken so much of the water that
there was not enough left for the
Mexican farmers in this section and
their crops suffered thereby, "this
claim had been declared invalid by the
United States attorney general, but it
still existed in spirit, if not in fact

Mexico agreed to forever abandon
this claim providing she were given
60,090 acre feet of water annually from
the big dam, according to Mr. Mar-
tinez's testimony H. D. Slater drafted
the treaty, which was finally ratified
by both governments with only a few
minor changes from the original draft
Mexico has always claimed half of the
stored water, but under the treaty she
accepted one-ten- th only.

He told of how Newell, who had been
having friction with the secretary or
the interior, seemed to turn against
the local project, which he had here-
tofore favored in word and by a few
actions, and actually erode a speech
against the project before congress.
"When the appropriation had been se-

cured and the land site bought after
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more than a year of unnecessary de-

lay it was necessary for the Daikers
of the movement to go to president
Taft for an order to begin construc-
tion. Neither the reclamation heads
nor the secretary of the interior seem-
ed willing to give it each blaming "
other for the delay.

Mexico Should Pay.
As the testimony went on. Mr. Mar-

tinez expressed the opinion that it was
unfair that the Rio Grande valley far-
mers must pay perpetually for the wa-
ter which Mexico is to receive from the
dam. He said he thought that at least
SO per cent of the construction cost of
the project should be borne by Mexico,
as a direct beneficiary. But since, he
explained, the treaty stipulated that
none of the cost should be borne oy
Mexico, it was-u- p to" the government
to make this expense good. It was
pointed out that the action of the far-
mers in assuming the responsibility or
building the dam, and actually build-
ing it, relieved the Unted States of the
J20.00S.000 claim macit by MeiK"; that
it was not the duty of the local larm-er- s

to bear this expanse any more than
the farmers of any other section ot
the country, since it was strictlv a na-
tional responsibilitv and not a local
one

Mexico's Equity.
Here Porter W. Dent legal adviser

to the reclamation service, began 'o
question Mr. Martinez on his idea of
Mexico's eauitv in the benefits to be

I derived from the project and why he
thought the government should relieve
the local farmers of some of the ex-
pense. This action brought Mr. Holt
to his feet with the suggestion tnat
the reclamation service and the water
users work n complete harmony on
this point, since it was strictly an Im-

partial one. It is the intention of the
water users to use this Mexico aspect
as an argument when the next re-
quest for an appropriation to complete
the project Is made.

Urine Out All Side.
Mr Dent's reply that he was at-

tempting to bring out all sides of tne
question seemed to drop a small sized
bomb into the proceedings. Mr. Mar-
tinez said he was astonished that Mr.
Dent whose salary is paid by the wa-
ter users of the country, should at-
tempt to show Mexico's side of the
case. Mr. Dent answered that he felt
he was present not onlv to represent
the water users, but also as a sort
of custodian for the funds of the treas-
ury department out of which the pro-
posed appropriation will come. He ex-
pressed his willingness to see the wa-
ter user get all the money they want
but he felt it Just to place before con-
gress all the facts in the case. When
the session was recessed for lunch tho
argument had subsided and Mr Mar-
tinez was being questioned by the re
clamation attorney

Objects of Investlsratjon.
A clear idea of the object of cost re-

view board investigations and the du-
ties of such boards is given In the gen-
eral Instructions to the boards fromsecretary of the interior r'ranklln

These instructions from exhibit
1 of the records of the cost review ses-
sion in progress here.

Under the classification ot "objects
of investigation- - are the following in-
structions:

"First to ascertain the proper con-
struction cost to be collected under
the terms of the reclamation act and
amendments thereto from the settlersupon, as owners of the lands on, eachproject of the reclamation service, or
units of projects, as to which the con-
struction charged have been hereto-
fore announced by public notice.

"Second, to fix the proper charges
on projects where construction charges
have not been announced where suchprojects have reached such a stage or
completion as to make it practicable
and desirable to do so

Must Scrutinize Expenditures.
"Third, in order to properly fix theamounts to be collected, it is neces-sary to determine whether any

direct or Indirect, havebeen, or are being charged to the pro-
jects that under ordinary conditionsof carrying out similar works shouldnot be so charged and were not nec-essary for the laying out. designing
and construction of the completed pro-
ject: and on the other hand whetherany such expenditures have been omit-ted, as. for example, by treating themas a general charge to be apportionedto all parties when the whole, or anypart thereof, should haye been a di-rect charge to a particular project"

pntle of the Board.wlde latitude Is given the boardmembers by that section of the sec-retary's letter of instruction"Duties of the local boards or
. ..,. funuwmg are the duties as
j outlined:

"(1) The board of review for eaen
I project shall scrutinize and analyze
i n l'em of the statement carefully
fnd..or Uls purpose shall have access

i to the records of the project manager.
i fH!?" engineer. Washington
I and such other detached offices
i as may be necessary and mav callupon any employes of the service forinformation and assistance. The mem-bers of the board of review for eaenproject may individually or collective-ly make any remarks or suggestionsdesired relative to the character oramount of the charge pertaining tosaid project but all rnrn,;,..

definitely recommetnded must besigned by the board as a whole or bya majority of the members
,,"""' Explain Recommendation.

.JJ2 .CD recommending readjust-ynent- a
board must clearly Indicate

tin thm Je5erred. to and E"'o In de-- 1
and reasnna n hi.their conclusions are based. The char-act- or

and property or the charges orto be made. -- against individual pro- -

?tf and each local board shallIts Investigations and report tothe project to which it is assigned bythe secretary of the Interior with the?LMlnR A'm to determine the
iuf. lnd amount to bem Projects or units
t".7i)A..fnI1 nele will be given
Lm ,?? "J3 Peri'iieni. anil the boardthe right to exclude lrrele-"on- v

a"d duPlicatln of testl- -

n."lV ?Is i be keDt n mind bylocal boards that all the expendi-tures of the reclamation service, havebeen made under direction of the sec-reta-

of the interior,, on works andprotects approved by him, and thatsuch expenditures have been examined"" nimrovea uy me treasury depart'
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of the expenditures approved by tne
treasuo department are legitimate
charges against the water users,

should Find Improper Charges.
"(5) All charges against a project

that may be considered improperly laid
or debited, or that are Inequitable or
questionable on that ground, should
be ascertained by the local board and
reported with its recommendations.

"() Upon the receipts of the re- -
of the local boards of reviewSorts secretary ot the interior, saia

reports will be referred to a geneal
board of review, consisting of Klwooa
Mead, of the Univesity of California.
Gen. William L Marshall, consulting
engineer to the secretary of the In-

terior, "and L J. CDonnell, supervisor
of irrigation, reclamation service."

MANY AUTO OWNERS
TO MAKE TRADE TRIP

Although nb active campaign has yet
been made for delegates to go on the
west Texas auto trade excursion, seven
El Pasoans have already telephoned
thqir names in to the chamber of com-
merce as prospective members of the
excursion. The seenring of names will
be in charge of a committee from the
chamber of commerce and Robert Rine-ha- rt

It is expected that about IS cars
will make the trip. whicA will include
visits to RoswelL Artesia. Carlsbad. Pe-
cos, Fort Stockton. Midland, Alpine,
Marfa and neighboring towns.

The. trip will be made early in Au-
gust the exact date to be fixed at an
earlv meeting of the board of directors
of the chamber of commerce. At this
meeting, also the route of the excur-
sion will be decided upon. As has been
the practice ln the past the cities to be
visited will be assured by the chamber
of commerce that nr special entertain-
ment Is desired, the purpose of the trip
being to cement friendly relations be-
tween El Paso and the principal points
in her trade territory

Those who have alradv nromised to
make the trip are: Albert W Bittick, I

jen elements. .Burt Orndorft R. H.
Rinehart J H. Pollard. I. A. Shedd and
C. B. Stevens.

FRICTION FROM HUMAN HAIR
FIRES BUCKET OF GASOLINE

While Mme. Currier, of the La Mode
Beauty shop, was cleaning two wom-
en's hair switches on the San Francisco
street balcony ot The .Herald building,
about 9 30 oclock Tuesday morning, tho
friction from the switches set fire to
the gasoline in which she was washing
them. Mme. Currier was slightly burned
on the hands and arms, but beyond the
loss of the switches, there was no other
damage done, as a telephone alarm
brought the 'fire department quickly
and the burning gasoline was extin-
guished by a chemical extinguisher.

Mme. Currier had remarked to one
of her assistants not more than a min-
ute before the fire that she had never
before seen so much electricity in hair
It is thought that the hot sun bad sorse
effect on the hair, which caused a spark;
setting fire to the gasoline.
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SEE IF YOU HAVE GAS PIPES IN YOUR HOUSE, IF
CfrEAAD ONCE

WELL USED FOR LAST
TIME; MESA WATER NOW

Watts well water waa pumped into
the Sunset Heights reservoir Snuday
night for the last time, assistant super-

intendent L. J. Locke, of the city water-
works, said Tuesday. The reservoir was
filled to the rim and as soon as this is
emptied mesa water will be run into the

i

reservoir and the Watts well will no
longer be uoed except for emergency
purposes.

It was hoped to have the first unit
of new pumping plant at the mesa
station working by Saturday, but trou-
ble with an air compreaeor has caused
the delay m starting the new pump a
soon as this unit Is In opedatlon the'e
will be no need for Watts water and it

I is expected to have the compressor
I working by tonight
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New Edison Diamond Disc
IS A REVELATION to those who have never been sat-

isfied with anything short of the highest excellence.
The more one knows of art, or literature or music the
more profound their appreciation of true greatness.
One who has never owned a phonograph will be quic to
distinguish the unique sensations in hearing an Edison.
But the keenest, liveliest appreciation will come from those
whose sense of what constitutes REAL MUSIC- - has been
developed to the highest pitch. -

And their cultivated sense of value will immediately recog-
nize that the difference between the best phonograph they
may heard and the Edison Diamond Disc is not merely

.a slight or indefinite indifference.
With a shock f pleasant surprise it will be brought home
to them that they must reject their previous ideals and stand-- '
ards, and must formulate a new conception of reproduced
music.
We do not believe you can resist the added charm and ease
resulting from no needles to change; and ble

records that play as long as other records,
and the maintenance of perfect pilch

Hear the Edison Diamond Disc; Hear It! ' Then Decide.
All makes of Disc records can be played on the Edison.

Demonstrations from nine to six every day.

El Paso Phonograph Company
TWO-O-TW- O TEXAS STREET
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